
Dear Mr Peter Lilley,

Please include creative subjects in the English Baccalaureate. I’m extremely concerned 
by the omission of creative subjects from the English Baccalaureate (EBacc) league table 
and ‘full EBacc’ certificate.

When I was at Beech Hyde primary school in Wheathampstead, where I still live and can 
hear the pupils every day, we had over 50 pupils to a class. We never had enough chairs 
are our teachers were pushed to the limit with lack of space, time and energy. Where I 
was failing at maths, science and history, I was escaping and excelling in art and English. 
Often my teacher would not have time to help me with my lack of ability with the subjects 
I feared and despised. They would tell me to go and do something I felt comfortable with. 
I would paint pictures of my frustration at how some people knew their times-tables. I 
would write stories filled with characters who were capable of powers beyond my means. 
My stories would fill pages and pages and books and books. This regular occurrence led 
to my stories being the ones the teacher read out every afternoon to the whole class. I 
was providing others with escape through my own exploration of my abilities.

To this day I’m extremely grateful to my teacher, Mrs Wade, for not dismissing my lack of 
knowledge and encouraging me to do something I did know and could do. After 
graduating from Bournemouth Media School, where I studied Scriptwriting for Film & TV, 
and at the Royal Court Theatre, I’m now a working playwright. Everything I write is my 
personal creative response to getting people to understand their actions, the world 
around them. Also I aim to bring in a different audience to the theatre. It still has the 
‘middle-class’ stigma attached to it and it’s something that I want to dispel. We can learn 
a lot from theatre like we can from any media. But the power of theatre is that it is in front 
of you, anything can go wrong. There are no multiple attempts to get the scene right, no 
pause button – it’s all there for you to experience and I think that is admirable. I also think 
it can have more of an effect on society because it is immediate and as an audience 
member you can see another human being portraying a story with all the guts and glory 
that you cannot hide from.

By limiting the subjects available to students it will decrease the growth of the individual. 
Expressive subjects do not come with a formulaic approach with a ‘right’ answer. They 
are the subjects integral to allowing people to develop and grow, to understand their 
place in the world. By lessening the impact and credibility of the creative sector of any 
education you breed contempt and reinstate a class issue proving detrimental to 
everyone. It also puts our creative economy and the creation of jobs in that sector at risk. 
It is imperative that future generations’ education is not sacrificed. The notion that 
libraries have had to have hours sliced out of their public opening hours brings me to 
tears. I urge you to stand up for the future creativity of children. I am yet to have children 
myself, but I actively nurture my niece and nephew knowing full well that they may not 
even get the choice when they are old enough to get to school.

This is why the CBI and Creative Industries Council have expressed concern at the 
absence of any creative subject from the five pillars. This is also why over 40 
organisations from across the creative sector are supporting the Bacc for the Future 
campaign which advocates a sixth pillar of creative subjects for the EBacc.



Please could you raise these concerns with the Secretary of State for Education and - if 
the EBacc reforms do go ahead - secure the place of creative industry relevant subjects 
in a sixth pillar of study such as ‘art and design, dance, drama, design technology, film 
studies and music.’ This is what the Government’s own Henley Review recommended.

I look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely,

Katie McCullough


